






THE PRIDE OF THE AGS - by Bob Noll

When I moved to Endicott I was aware that an active R/C club existed
here because I had heard about the Aero Guidance Society through
several people who had been contestants in the annual contest. It
seems that many times the reputation of a club is not the result of
how large they are or whether they own their own field, but rather the
result of what they give back to the sport of R/C flying. Some clubs
have scale rallies like the club in Olean NY, some have pylon races such
as several clubs in the Buffalo area. Some clubs host a gala giant scale
fun fly like the Binghamton Aeros, some have hobo meets like the
Valley Flyers of Sayre PA and others host pattern contests like we do.
Whatever it is, the club is richer for having taken on the challenge of
giving something back to the sport. The most successful events are done
by clubs who recognize their expertise and do those things that they do
well. The AGS does pattern contests well.

This years contest will be on June 10 and 11 at the Blue Swan Airport in
Sayre, only a 30 minute drive from GJ's. We have been using that site
for about seven years after using Tri Cities Airport in Endicott for 23
years and then the Green Airport for about three years. We left Endicott
due to the increased full size air traffic and Green when the adjoining
picnic and camping area was sold for cycle and ATV racing.

The Blue Swan offers a very good site that is easily accessible from
Rt 17, is located away from houses, is close to a variety of motels and
can accommodate the large number of campers that arrive for the
weekend. By the way, if you camp with a trailer or a tent, join in on
the fun and fellowship by staying at the sit for the weekend. As many
as 10 AGS'ers have found this a fun experience in the past.

The action will get underway on Friday June 9 with the final field
preparation and erection of the club Big Top tent which is used for
the Saturday evening buffet and concession stand. By the way, the
buffet is free to all AGS members who work at the contest. The field
will be open at 3 PM on Friday for practice flying and we will be
putting on a Design & Construction Seminar at 7 PM. Several of the top
designers and builders of state-of-the art pattern planes will be
there to discuss their designs and let us see some of their building and
construction techniques. This will be a great place to rub elbows with
some of the best.

The competition will start on Saturday morning at 9 AM and continue
until 7 PM after which the buffet will be served. Sunday flying will
start at 8 AM and the awards ceremony will take place about 4 PM. Our
concessioner will be ready as usual with breakfast on both days so you
and the contestants are well fed before the action begins.

I am extremely pleased with the number of members that nave said they
want to participate. The sign-up list has 34 names on it already and I
haven't been able to contact everyone at this time. Many have said they
would like to be a judge and so we will be using club judges in order
to simplify the logistics associated with running three flight lines
using contestant judges as we did last year.

For those who are not aware, this annual event, started in 1954, has
been the single most significant club activity responsible for allowing
us to purchase our own flying field, something many other clubs
would love to do. In the 60's and 70's thousands of spectators
clogged the road into Tri-Cities Airport to observe the competition



we had press and TV coverage and local merchants advertised in our
program. After the major club indebtedness was taken care of in the early
80’s it was determined that we no longer needed significant revenue
from the contest and now our object is to just to break even. In
spite of this we still have bolstered our treasury as the result of
this annual activity

1989 will be the 34th consecutive year that this event will be held.
Again we will be giving something back to our sport by doing the thing
we do best while enriching the experiences of each member that participates.
More details will follow in the next two months. Give me a call (754-
5279) if you want to help and I haven't contacted you. It's a major
effort but one that can be a rewarding one to you the club.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The following is an excerpt from the ARIA National Newsletter.

FREQUENCY ASKED QUESTIONS. Recently various publications and
advertisements have listed AMA so-called "regulations" concerning radio
frequency use. Confusion has resulted from the various articles. The
following information is presented in an effort to clarify the situation.
Specific, complete information may be found in the "Radio Frequency
Information" section of the Membership manual.

Q. Is operation on the so-called "old" frequencies (72.080, 72.160,
77.740, 72.32.0, 72.960, 75.640) a violation of AMA Safety Code, placing
liability insurance in jeopardy?
A. Absolutely_ See Radio Control, item 4 of the Safety Code - it is
illegal! Operation on those frequencies was discontinued by the FCC
December 1987. The same condition applies to operation on the "Ham" band
(6 meters) without proper licensing.

Q. For channels 12-34 are narrow band transmitters required for sanctioned
events and recommended for all. RC operations sites?
A. Yes_ See the Frequency Recomendations in the Membership Manual.
(Item 4.9 AMA Radio Control Utilization Plan.)

Q. How can I tell if my transmitter meets the narrowband guidelines?
A. There is no simple answer. If it was manufactured within the last year
and a half, there is a good possibility it does, especially if it is FM or
PCM. Older radios that are sent for service or frequency conversion may now
he returned with a sticker affixed; silver for broadband; gold for
narrowband. The checking is generally done with a spectrum analyzer, a
device that "reads" the transmitted signal. The Academy has offered this
service for the last two years, free, at most trade shows and other
selected events where expert personnel are available. The service is also
provided by many of the service centers around the nation. The surest way to
know is to return it to the manufacture for checking.

Q. Are transmitters required to have a sticker affixed to indicate whether
it is "narrowband" or "broadband".
A. No! Not at the present time. The sticker program developed jointly with
the Radio Control Manufactures Association (RCMA) and AMA currently








